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Tap into your inner child at adult
summer camps across the US

STEVEN LINDSEY | Contributing writer

ach year since 2019,
I've shared a tiny cab-
in with my husband
and two other gay
men, put on match-
Ing animal onesies for
breakfast in the din-
ing tent, then headed
down to the lake for a little canocing,
water skiing or sex doll mud wrestling,

These represent a small — and tame

sampling of the daily activities at
the annual Camp John Waters at Club
Getaway in Kent, Conn. It's a special
weckend of camaraderie with fans of the
iconic moviemaker — a delightful mix-
ture of LGBTQ and straight people who
have become a large, wacky extension of
my beloved chosen family. And unlike
my biological one, this family’s likely
to engage in a dildo fight or strip naked
during a twist dance contest judged by
Ricki Lake.

To be fair, this is a niche within a niche.
But it’s proven that summer camp can be
even more fun as a full-grown adult. Not
only am | comfortable in my own skin
now and can be as flamboyantly gay as
I want to be around everyone, | have re-
alized 1 still have the capacity to make
new, rest-of-my-life-long  connections
while sitting around a campfire making
«'mores or Xerated arts and crafts, dis-
cussing our newest aches and pains.

So yeah, there are undoubtedly re-
minders that we're no longer the invin-
cible youth we once were (or thought we
were), but the nostalgia of smelling fresh
pine air while making friendship brace-
lets will always be hard to top.

You can be a part of this magic this
summer, too. Whether you loved or
hated camp as a kid — or better still,
if you never had the opportunity to at-
tend slecpaway camp — adult summer
camps scratch an itch you may not have
known you had, unlike poison ivy or
that unknown STI you think you got
from one of the other three people in

Hello Muddah, Hello Daddies

Camp John Waters at Ciub Getaway (Proto courtesy of Steven Lindeey)

your cabin or tent

Some adult camps have an LGBTQ fo-
cus, while others are a true mixed bag of
people and personalitics. But if you go
in with the right frame of mind, chances
are high you'll make several new friends
and come home with memories that fill
your heart and rejuvenate your spirit

Read on for TK adult summer camps
and resorts with camp-like activities
worth checking out this summer. Don’t
forget your bug spray.

Ciub Getaway

Camp Camp

The Aug, 11-18, Camp Camp retums
for a 26th scason as the premier summer
camp for more than 250 LGBTQ adults
in central Maine (the exact location is not
publicly dischod for safity and sccunty
of campers). Since 1997, Camp Camp of-
fors a robust slate of activities throughout
the day inchuding picklchall, stained glass
making, Broadway dance class, figure
drawing and LGBTQ History sessions.
There's even a Talent/No Talent Show
and a bamn dance. CampCamp.com

Rainbow Ranch

Located close to North Texas in Groes-
beck, on the shores of Lake Limestone,
Rainbow Ranch caters exclusively to
the LGBTQ community and has won
“Best Weekend Getaway” in the Read-
er’s Voice Awards several times. Special
weekends include a Memorial Day Pride
Party, Daddy Round Up, Men's Sum-
mer Splash, Women's Summer Splash
and Sober Round Up, plus many other
themed options between more serene
“off” weekends. RainbowRanch.com,

Club Getaway

Club Cetaway in Kent, Conn., des-
ignates most summer weekends as
adults-only, and in past years, LGBTQ
groups have set up a specific weekend
for the community. There's not one on
the calendar yet this year, but you can
book several other options, as well as
snag one of the limited tentcamping
spots in September s Camp John Waters,
Nearly every old-school camp activity
you can imagine can be enjoyed during
your stay, with the added bonus of
all-inclusive booze packages if you pre-
fer to get tipsy after tipping over in your
kayak. ClubGetaway.com and Camp-
JohnWaters com

The Point Resort

Located in Saranac Lake, N.Y,, this ex-
periential property offers the luxury of
a high-end resort with all the camp-like
activities you crave. The 75-acre estate
allows you to kiki with Mother Nature,
disconnect from your devices and go
fishing, boating or water skiing between

The Point Resort

lawn games, tennis, and yoga. It's all-in-
clusive, so you have 24-hour access to
wine, beer and spirits to fill in the cracks
after elaborate barbecues and themed
dinners. End each night with s'mores
at the lakeside bonfire, or you snuggle
in your room by your own private fire-
place. ThePointResort.com.

Camp No Counselors

With three sessions split between New
York and California this summer, Camp
No Counselors welcomes guests to pic-
turesque properties. Their inclusive, ev-
eryone’s-welcome policy ensures a gath-
ering of fun people. Relax on the water,
climb the rock wall, engage in a spirited
game of dodgeball or simply count the
hours between fully catered meals while
reading & book under a tree’s shade.
CampNoCounselors.com

Epic Nerd Camp

The LGBTQuinclusive “Geek Summer
Camp for Grownups” takes place Aug,

17221 in Darlington, Md. and unites
sclf-described nerds for an inclusive
communal experience. Mermaid School,
axe throwing, RPG campaigns, board
games, sword fights, archery, an escape
room and wizard battles represent a few
of the geektastic offerings, with group
and private cabins, as well as the tent
“Shantytown” for the truly adventurous.
EpicNerdCamp.com.

Miraval Austin Resort & Spa

Rounding out the huxury-focused of-
ferings, Miraval Austin Resort & Spa

bines swanky ac d with
outdoor wellness experiences for an in-
credible elevated camp experience. The
adults-only property offers the option of
an all-inclusive o a la carte stay, making
it easy to budget or go full throttle into
a world of equine encounters, fitness ac-
tivitics, mystical/spiritual joumneys and
hands-on culinary and cocktail cours-
es. Two sparkling pools, hot tubs and a
full-service spa make pampering a pri-
ority. MiravalResorts.com. ™
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and emotional aspecis of each
patient entrusted to our care.

+ 8Tl Testing and Treaiment
* Gender Affirming Care
* Family Medicine

Book an appointment today:
469-496-2454

Learn more here:

2603 Oak Lawn Ave., Suite 101

the highest standard of care to our
patients. This involves the physical

* Comprehensive Medical care
* Extensive Experience since 1981
* HIV Specialisis, ask about PrEP

TSCOakLawn.com/medical-services
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WELCOMING

New and
Previous Patients

We befieve thal you deserve the

best reatment sirategies avail-

able to manage your ilinesses
and mainfain good health

Dr. Nicholas C. Bellos
M.D., FIDSA. FACP
Board Cerfiled in infernal Medicine
Board Ceriified in Infoctious Disease
Ismail Boodhwani
MSN, APRN, FNP-C, AAHIVS.
Fomily Nurse Practiioner
HIV Specialist
‘scan here fo book an appointment

All imsurance accepled including Unilediealthcare.
LGBT Owned and Operaled | Nonprofit

050324 = dallasvoice 11



